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[Special Lecture]

“New Wonders of A Nonbinary Universe: Gender and Genre Questions of Science Fiction”

Prof. Mingwei Song (Wellesley College USA, President of ACCL)

Guest Commentator: TATSUMI Takayuki (58%:7) (Keio Univ.)

Discussant: PARK Junghwan (Graduate Student, Kobe Univ.)

Moderator: YAMAMOTO Hideyuki ([LIAF51T) (Kobe Univ.)

Organizer: MAHADA Maya (& HJ#) (Kobe Univ.)
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Prof. Song studied at Shandong University, Fudan University, and Columbia University where he earned
his Ph.D. He is professor at Wellesley College (Chinese and Comparative Literature), and the President of
ACCL (Association of Chinese and Comparative Literature). Prof. Song’s major publications include:
Young China: National Rejuvenation and the Bildungsroman, 19001959 (Harvard UP, 2016) and Fear of
Seeing: A Poetics of Chinese Science Fiction (Columbia UP, 2023).
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Prof. Dorothy J. Wang (Williams College USA)

“Re-thinking the ‘English’ in English Literature through Anglophone Asian Writing”

#£5% [Presentation]

Sophia H. Dickey (Graduate Student, Fukuoka Women’s University)

“Blurred Lines: Shifts Between ‘Remembering’ and ‘Forgetting’ in Juliet S. Kono’s Anshii: Dark Sorrow”
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517 7H: Re-thinking the ‘English’ in English Literature through Anglophone Asian Writing”
Prof. Dorothy J. Wang (Williams College USA)

Thinking Its Presence: Form, Race, and Subjectivity in Contemporary Asian American Poetry (Stanford
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Dorothy Wang is Professor of American Studies at Williams College, where she spearheaded the founding
of Asian American Studies. Her monograph, Thinking Its Presence: Form, Race, and Subjectivity in
Contemporary Asian American Poetry (Stanford, 2013), won the Association for Asian American Studies’
award for best book of literary criticism in 2016 and made The New Yorkers “The Books We Loved in
2016 list. The only national conference on race and creative writing is named after it. Wang conceived of



and co-founded the Race and Poetry and Poetics in the UK (RAPAPUK) initiative. She has been an ACLS
Frederick Burkhardt Fellow.
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“Blurred Lines: Shifts Between ‘Remembering’ and ‘Forgetting’ in Juliet S. Kono’s Anshii: Dark
Sorrow”
Sophia H. Dickey (Graduate student, Fukuoka Women’s University)

Juliet S. Kono’s novel Anshii: Dark Sorrow (2010) tells the story of Himiko Aoki, a Japanese
American girl from Hilo, Hawai’i, as she navigates growing up in Japan amidst the backdrop of World War
I1. To avoid ostracization in her small community due to her teenage pregnancy, she is forced to move to
Japan and adapt to a completely new language, cultures, and landscapes. While in Japan, Himiko ends up
becoming caught in the Tokyo firebombing and the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. After she becomes a
hibakusha, a survivor of the atomic bomb, she chooses to stay in Hiroshima over returning to her family in
the U.S. Her complicated position as a Japanese American in WWII, later on being rendered as a Japanese
American hibakusha, not only offers insight into the reality of those who lived through the war but also
disrupts the binary of the victim and perpetrator.

This presentation went over an analysis of the different dimensions of Himiko’s identity and the
shifts such dimensions go through by her “remembering” and “forgetting.”” One major motif of the text is
fire. The ways the protagonist engages with it demonstrate a duality of life-ending and life-sustaining
qualities. In some cases, Himiko would wield fire in order to destroy and revel in its destruction; in other
cases, she would wield fire as a means of warmth and for conducting spiritual rituals. The ways the qualities
of fire would shift and overlap reflect Himiko’s sense of self, illustrating the improbability of marking her
as simply “American” or “Japanese.”

This duality is also evident in Himiko’s engagements with her “remembering” and “forgetting.”
On the one hand, “remembering” enables Himiko to get in touch with the clashing aspects of her identity.
On the other hand, “forgetting” enables her to be released from such aspects. Himiko’s character acts as a
vessel that holds oppositional aspects of identity without putting one above the other, exemplifying the
hybridity of her identity, as well as her “in-betweeness.”
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[#551587  (Special Lecture) ]
“Japanese Atmospheres and the Pleasure of Belonging: Winnifred Eaton and Sadakichi Hartmann”
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[JE3# 1 Keynote]

T2 e TAY Y7 (T hH—AKRZF) /Allan Issac (Rutgers U)

[T 4 T ARZIZEBIT B L ZDiike] ~ “Death and Dying in Diaspora”

[R5 Lecture]

Vany s Avxg (FPEKRY) Johanna Zulueta (Toyo U)
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MoV G | “Military Basing in Okinawa and the Creation of Mixed Identities: Engaging with
Sunamori Katsumi’s Okinawa Shauto”
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FIR&T 4 A ¥ b B (HAKY,) Chair&Discussant: Rie Makino (Nihon U)
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<Keynote Lecture >

Death and Dying Diaspora
Allan Punzalan Issac (Rutgers University, USA)

Filipino Time: Affective Worlds and Contracted Labor (2022) explores cultural productions
around migrant practices that mark other ways of sensing, making sense of, and feeling time with others.
Migrant subjects harness time and the imagination in their creative, life-making capacities to make
communal worlds out of one steeped in the temporalities and logics of capital. In Filipino Time,
Isaac examines how contracted service labor performed by Filipinos in the Philippines, Europe, the Middle
East, and the United States generates vital affects, multiple networks, and other life-worlds as much as it
disrupts and dislocates human relations. Signaling his current research in this talk, Isaac explores live-
streamed funeral vigils, a technological practice made necessary by Filipino diasporic life even before the
pandemic, to highlight two Tagalog concept-words that map other ways to generate ecologies of
communality and presence at a distance: pakiramdam (literally, to make oneself felt, or to feel a presence),
affective engagement without immediate proximity; and kapiling, to be in someone's proximity or vicinity
without direct interaction.

< Guest Speaker >
Military Basing in Okinawa and the Creation of Mixed Identities:
Engaging with Sunamori Katsumi’s Okinawa Shauto
Johanna O. Zulueta (Toyo University)

The issue of “mixed” race continues to be of crucial significance in Okinawa, the southernmost
prefecture of Japan. Host to nearly 70% of U.S. military installations in the country, Okinawa arguably has
the largest number of “Amerasians”—offspring of military servicemen and Okinawan women. However,
little notice has been given to offspring of intermarriages between Okinawan women and TCNs or third-
country nationals hired to work on U.S. military installations on the island during the immediate post-war
years. A large number of these so-called TCNs are Filipinos, hired as professionals and semi-skilled workers.
This study looks at offspring of Filipino nationals and Okinawan women born in the immediate post-war
years.



While most of these TCNs and their Okinawan wives moved to the Philippines after the formers’
contracts expired, there were cases wherein the Filipino husband left his Okinawan wife and child in
Okinawa, and no contact was ever made upon the husband’s return to the Philippines. Hence, there are
children of these intermarriages who were born and brought up in Okinawa, and presumably have not
experienced setting foot on Philippine soil. Some of them only have vague memories of their father. An
illustration of this is Okinawa Shauto (Kodansha, 2000), a novel written by an Okinawan-Filipino who
travelled to Manila in search of his Filipino father. This study will engage with the novel and its writer as he
examines his identity growing up as a person of mixed descent, and travelling to the Philippines to search
for part of his identity.
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